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If one conies to you demanding the time and the story of the

Tell him that the Sun of al-Ghuri has set, and the Sun of

Ibn 'Othman has risen.
This was the decree of the God of Heaven, and the world goes

round for ever.

AN ACCOUNT OF THE REIGN OF ASHRAF ABU

AL-NASR TUMAN BAI

This Sultan was the 47th of the Turkish Kings and their
sons in Egypt, and the 21st of the Circassian Kings and their
sons. He was originally one of the slaves of Ashraf Kait Bai,
having been purchased by the Sultan Kansuh al-Ghurl, whose
protection he sought on grounds of relationship. After
purchasing him the Sultan presented him to Kait Bai, for
which reason he was called Tuman Bai" Min " l Kansuh. He
became one of his Kitabi Memlooks,2 and retained this
position until the accession of Malik Nasir Muliammed Ibn
Kait Bai, who gave him horses, uniform, and slave boys, and
he became one of the persons promoted by al-Nasir, For
some time he was a page in waiting, then one of the personal
suite, remaining in this position until the accession of his
kinsman Kansuh al-Ghuri. This latter conferred on him the
rank of a Decurion, which he retained until the year A.II. 910 ;
then when the Sultan's son died the Sultan gave him the
Emirate of the Tablkhanah, and made him keeper of the
cellars in the place of his deceased son.

In this post he remained until the year A.H. 913, but when
the Amir Azdamar Ibn 'All Bai, Chie Dfawadar, died, in the
month Jumada al-Ula, whilst travelling in Jebel Nabulus,
the Sultan gave him a robe of honour, and made him Chief
Dawadar instead of the deceased Amur. He kept this office

1 For use of "Min" see Sobernheim's article on Janbalat in
Encyclopaedia, of Islam.

a From ii, 92, it appears that these were Memlooks who were on
a register.